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Academic Content Area Assessment Instruments 
Texas Administrative Code §101.3011, §101.3021, 
§101.3022

Graduation Assessment Requirements for 
Students Receiving Special Education Services 
Texas Administrative Code §101.3023. 
Texas Administrative Code §89.1070

Assessment Provisions for Graduation for English 
Language Learners  
Texas Administrative Code §101.1005
Texas Administrative Code §101.1007

Assessment Overview

End-of-Course Substitute Assessments 
Texas Administrative Code §101.4002. 

Credit by Examination  
Texas Administrative Code §74.24. 

Texas Success Initiative-TSI
Texas Administrative Code §4.54

Senate Bill 149 
Texas Administrative Code §101.3022 and §89.1070



©2016, Region One Education Service Center

Impact of the 84th Texas Legislation 
on Graduation Assessment Requirements 

Special Education

SB1259

SB 507

SB 1867

HB 1807

Required Assessments

HB 743

HB 2349

HB 1164

Counselors

SB 149

HB 181

HB 18

HB 1613

SB 1776

HB 1992

SB 453

Administrators

SB 107

HB 2628
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House Bill 2349
Changes to Graduation Assessment Requirements

A student must only pass an EOC for a course in which the student was enrolled and for which an EOC is administered in 
order to receive a Texas Diploma. (House Bill 2349)
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State Assessments Required for Graduation 
Satisfactory Academic Performance

Algebra 
I

Biology

English 
I

English 
II

U.S. 
History

The performance standard in place when students took their first EOC test apply to all five EOC’s.
TAC §101.3022. (a).

Beginning with students first enrolled 
in 2011-2012, a student must meet 
satisfactory performance on each  
end-of-course assessment except in 
cases provided by (b), (e) and (f) of 
TAC §101.3022 in order to be eligible 
to receive a Texas diploma.
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State Assessments Required for Graduation 
Satisfactory Academic Performance

A student is required to meet EOC assessment graduation 
requirements to receive a Texas diploma if a student is participating in

• Distance Learning Course

• Correspondence Course

• Dual Credit Course

For which there is and EOC assessment.
TAC §101.3021 (b) (1) (2)
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STAAR End of Course Exceptions
Assessment Not Required

If a student

 earned high school credit for a course for which there is an EOC 
assessment, prior to enrollment in a Texas public school district and 
the credit has been accepted by a Texas public school district, 

or
 completed a course for Texas high school credit in a course for which 

there is an EOC assessment prior to the 2011-2012 spring 
administration, the student is not required to take the corresponding 
EOC assessment

TAC  §101.3021 (2) (e) amended to be 
effective September, 2015
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STAAR EOC 
Quick Reference Guide
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Beginning in 2011-2012, a student in Grade 8 or lower 
who takes a high school course for credit is required to 
take the applicable EOC assessment.

State Assessments Required for Graduation 
Students in grade 8 or lower 
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Assessment Requirements 
Grades 3-8  TEC 39.023 (a)

Except as provided by Subsection (a-2), all students, other than students 
assessed under Subsection (b) or (l) or exempted under Section 39.027, shall 
be assessed in:

(1) mathematics, annually in grades three through seven without the aid 
of technology and in grade eight with the aid of technology on any 
assessment instrument that includes algebra;

(2) reading, annually in grades three through eight;

(3) writing, including spelling and grammar, in grades four and seven;

(4) social studies, in grade eight;

(5) science, in grades five and eight; and

(6) any other subject and grade required by federal law.

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=ED&Value=39.027&Date=2/2/2016
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SB 149

English 
Language 
Learners

Students 
with 

Disabilities

Redesign 
of English I 
& English II

State Assessments Required for Graduation 
Exceptions to EOC Assessment Requirements

TAC  §101.3022 (b) (1-3), (e) & (f)
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Special Populations
Assessment Requirements 
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Graduation Requirements
Student with Disabilities TAC §89.1070
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Graduation Requirements
Student with Disabilities TAC §89.1070
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Participation in State Assessments
English Language Learners 

The LPAC or ARD committee shall select the appropriate assessment option for each English language learner.  
An ELL shall participate in grades 3-8 and end-of-course assessments as required by TEC 39,023 (C)

Spanish Speaking ELL 
Grades 3-5 

May be administered the 
Spanish version assessment 

if appropriate

An ELL in grades 3 or 
higher

May be administered a 
linguistically accommodated 
English version of the math, 

science and social studies

A Spanish version does not 
exist or is not the most 
appropriate measure

Has not yet demonstrated 
English language proficiency 

in reading.

Has been enrolled in U.S. 
schools for 3 or less years

An ELL who receives 
special education services

As a result of his or her 
disabling condition may be 
administered an alternative 

assessment 

An unschooled asylee or 
refugee first enrolled in U.S 

public schools (ELL)

May be granted an exemption 
from an administration of an 

assessment instrument during 
their first year of enrollment in 

U.S. schools

May be administered a 
linguistically accommodated 

English version if the student  has 
been enrolled in U.S. schools for 5 

or less years  

An ELL with a parent denial

A student is not eligible for special 
assessment , accommodation or 
accountability provisions on the 

basis of limited English proficiency
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English I Special Provision 
English Language Learners

For ELLs who ―
 have been enrolled in U.S. schools 3 school years or less (5 

or less if qualifying unschooled asylee/refugee) and

 have not yet attained TELPAS advanced high reading rating

When enrolled in English I/ESOL I course, eligible ELL shall not be 
required to retake assessment each time it is administered if 
student passes course but does not meet standard.

Note:
Students are not exempt from testing while in the course.
Provision does not apply to English II.
Provision is not tied to any particular graduation plan.
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EOC Graduation Requirements
English Language Learners 

The STAAR English II assessment replaced English III as the English EOC graduation requirement for ELLs who 
meet the special provisions rule.

ELL students who qualify will still have to take English I EOC but will not have to pass it to meet graduation 
requirements.

Commissioner’s  “Letter Addressed to 
the Administrator “ August 2, 2013

Satisfactory 
Academic 

Performance 
Required

Must take the 
EOC 

Satisfactory 
Academic 

Performance 
Not Required

Satisfactory 
Academic 

Performance 
Required

Satisfactory 
Academic 

Performance 
Required

Satisfactory 
Academic 

Performance 
Required

Algebra I English I English II Biology
U.S. 

History
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Substitute Assessments
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An approved substitute assessment may be used in place of only one specific 
EOC assessment unless otherwise noted.

1. A student was administered an approved substitute assessment for an equivalent 
course in which the student was enrolled; and

2. A student received a satisfactory score on the substitute assessment.

Substitute Assessments (TAC §101.4002)

Algebra 
I

Biology

English 
I

English 
II

U.S. 
History

TAC §101.4002



End of Course Substitute Assessments
TAC §101.4002

May 
substitute 

prior to 
taking an 

EOC

May use 
only 
after 
having 
retaken 
an EOC
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Texas Success Initiative-TSI



©2016, Region One Education Service Center

Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board TSI Exemptions

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/index.cfm?ob
jectid=233A17D9-F3D3-BFAD-

D5A76CDD8AADD1E3

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/index.cfm?objectid=233A17D9-F3D3-BFAD-D5A76CDD8AADD1E3


Texas Success Initiative 
Requirements and Exemptions

Source:  TAC Chapter 4 Subchapter C §4.54
For an all inclusive list see THECB

Other exemptions not 
listed on the chart
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Substitute Assessment
Use of TSI Assessment

Expires September 1, 2017

Enrolled in a College Preparatory Course 
for ELA and mathematics and receive a 
satisfactory score (English I, English II and 
Algebra I)

Not Enrolled in a College Preparatory Course 
and did not meet satisfactory performance on 
the Algebra I or English II EOC after retaking the 
assessment may use the TSI assessment

Writing                  Reading                          Mathematics
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Substitute Assessment – TSI 
Administered Separate Reading and Writing

Took separate 
reading and 
writing for 
English II

Did not meet 
English II 

assessment 
requirements

May not substitute 
the TSI reading and 

writing  
assessment for the 

corresponding 
English II reading 

and writing

TAC §101.4002



©2016, Region One Education Service Center

Substitute Assessment
Verification of Results

1. A student who is eligible to substitute an approved assessment is responsible 
for providing to the school district an official copy of his or her scores from 
that assessment.

2. A school district or charter school must:

• verify the student's score

• determine whether the student met the performance standard required to qualify 
for a public high school diploma in Texas

TAC §101.4005.
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Algebra II and English III
TSI Exemption

• EOC assessments may not be used to determine 
class rank for any purpose including automatic 
admission to a Texas college or as a sole criterion 
for admittance to a Texas teaching institution. 

• English III and Algebra II assessments will continue 
to be developed by the agency but will be district-
optional assessments.  (May 10 & May 11, 2016)

• TEA will adopt a policy requiring participating 
school districts to administer the Algebra II and 
English III assessments to all students enrolled in 
those courses. The participating districts must 
report the results to the agency.

• Districts and schools may not administer any kind 
of benchmark assessment related to these 
assessments.  
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Credit by Examination
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Credit by Examination 
Testing Window

• A student may take a specific 
examination only once during each 
window. 

• The testing window must be designed to 
meet the needs of all students. 

• The dates must be publicized in the 
community.

• Must provide opportunities for a student 
who is homeless or in substitute care who 
transfers into the district after the start of 
the year to be administered credit by 
examination at any point during the year.

• Administer the tests not fewer than four 
times a year. 

§74.24. Credit by Examination.

Testing Windows:  
January 1 and March 31
April 1 and June 30
July 1 and September 30
October 1 and December 31
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Credit by Exam
Requirements

A school district must:

1. Have the approval of the school district board of trustees to 
develop it own tests or to purchase examinations that 

2. Thoroughly test the essential knowledge and skills in the applicable 
grade level or subject area.

§74.24. Credit by Examination.
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Credit by Exam
Types of Examinations

School districts approve, to the extent available at least four 
examinations for acceleration or for credit for each academic 
subject. 

Must satisfy State Board of Education (SBOE) guidelines, and 

• Include College Board AP exams and College-Level Examination 
Program (CLEP) exams. 

• May include exams developed by Texas Tech, UT Austin or the 
district.

HB 2694/SB 1365/SB 453 
TAC §74.24 
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Credit by Exam
Requirements for District Created

Prior to the administration, the district must certify that the examination:

• Covers all of the TEKS for the course.

• Has not been published and is not publicly available.

• Will be administered in a secure environment.

• Has been externally validated.

• Is equivalent to state EOC exams in terms of content coverage, item difficulty and 
technical quality.

• Yields comparable results for all subgroups.

• If the course has a state level EOC, the credit by exam needs to be validated against 
the EOC assessment and make public the test development process and the results 
of the validation effort.

Exams created by Texas Tech, UT Austin and the district for courses that do not have an EOC assessment shall 
meet all requirements listed above by 2018-2019 school year. 
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Credit by Exam
Other Provisions

General Provisions

• If credit is earned via CBE, student is exempt from end of course 

assessment requirements 

• Only permitted two attempts at earning credit through examination in 

a given subject.
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Credit by Exam
Acceleration in Grades Kindergarten through Grade 5

1. Must develop procedures for kindergarten acceleration approved by 
the district board of trustees.

2. In grades 1-5,  a student must be accelerated one grade if:

• A student scores 80% on a criterion-referenced test for the grade level they 

want to skip in each of following areas:  language arts, mathematics, science 

and social

• The school district representative recommends that the student be accelerated.

• The student’s parent or guardian gives written approval.
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Credit by Exam
Award of Credit

Required to award credit for a subject if: 
(no prior instruction) 

• AP=3 or higher

• CLEP =50

• Other=80 

Required to award credit for a subject if:  
(prior instruction)

• Other=70 
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EOC Assessment

An EOC assessment administered under TEC §39.023 
(c) cannot be used for the purposes of credit by 
examination as specified in TAC §74.24

EOC may not be 
used as a CBE
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Alternative Methods of Graduation
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Overview of Senate Bill 149
Alternative Methods to Graduation

Background &
Purpose

Eligibility 
Requirements

Committee 
Procedures

Additional 
Academic 

Requirements

Retest & 
Reporting 

Requirements

Texas High School Diploma
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Background of Senate Bill 149
Sponsored by Senator Kelton Seliger

• Approximately 28,000 students were in jeopardy of not  graduating in 2015 due 
to failure to pass one or more STAAR end of course assessments.

• Senate Bill 149 provides an alternative method for satisfying certain public high 
school graduation requirements, including the use of an individual graduation 
committee.

• Senate Bill 149 is modeled after the grade placement committee implemented 
under the Student Success Initiative.
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Alternative Method 
Timeline

May 11, 2015 Senate Bill 149 Signed by Governor Greg Abbott

2014-2015 
2015-2016  
2016-2017

Students eligible to receive an IGC who are 11 or 12th graders and 
taken/failed not more than two EOC exams.

2014-2015 School Districts will establish procedures for appointing alternative committee 
members, procedures and timelines.

2015-2016 
2016-2017

Commissioner has proposed rules related to IGC committees, timelines and 
reporting requirements. Currently up for Public Comment.

September 1, 2017
Provisions related to IGCs and TSI as a substitution for Algebra I or English 
II EOC test requirements expire.

September 1, 2018 District data reporting requirements expire.
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Senate Bill 149 
Guidance Documents

Final Version of SB149 To the Administrator 
Addressed letter

TEA Frequently Asked Questions

FAQ Updated  
October 13, 

2015
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Qualified for IGC
High School Diploma Awarded on the Basis of Individual Graduation Committee Review

1. Applies only to an 11th and 12th grade students who have failed to comply with the end of 
course assessment instrument performance requirements for not more than two courses. 

2. For each student to who this applies, the school district shall establish an individual 
graduation committee at the end of or after the student’s 11th grade year to determine 
whether the student may qualify to graduate.

3. A student may not qualify to graduate under this section before the student’s 12th grade 
year.
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Special Considerations 

• An ELL student who is exempt from passing English I is eligible for IGC review if the 
student attempts all other EOCs but fails to achieve a satisfactory score on one 
additional test.

Eligible English 
Language 
Learners

•A student may not qualify to graduate based on the IGC determination before the student’s 12th grade year.

•A student must satisfactorily complete the credit requirements for graduation, must be classified as a 12th grade 
student, must have taken all required EOC assessments and must have been provided an opportunity to retake 
EOC assessments.

3 Year 
Graduates

• TAKS graduates are not eligible to receive a diploma under Senate Bill 149.  It is specific 
to students who have taken and failed to achieve the EOC assessment performance 
requirements.

TAKS 
Graduates

• To be eligible to graduate based on IGC determination, a student must successfully 
complete the credit requirements for the foundation high school program or as 
otherwise provided by the transition plan adopted by the commissioner.

MHSP, RHSP or 
DAP Students

• A transfer student is eligible to graduate based on IGC determination, if the student has 
failed not more than two of the assessments the student has taken.

Transfer 
Students
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Special Considerations 

• The ARD decision makes the determination.

• IGC would not be necessary if the ARD determines that the student is not required to 
achieve satisfactory performance on the EOC assessments.

Student 
Receiving 

Special 
Education 
Services

• Students who satisfactorily complete credit requirements for graduation under the 
RHSP without modifications to content and the student achieved satisfactory 
performance on at least three EOC assessments, the student may be awarded a 
diploma.

Students 
Receiving 

Special 
Education 
Services

• Students who satisfactorily complete the requirements for graduation under the FHSP
as well as the additional credit requirements in mathematics, science, and elective 
courses with or without modified curriculum; satisfactorily completed the courses 
required for an endorsement without any modified curriculum and the student 
achieved satisfactory performance on at least three EOC assessments, the student 
may be awarded a FHSP program diploma.

Students 
Receiving 

Special 
Education 
Services
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Individual Graduation Committee Timeline
Proposed Commissioner Rules

May not establish a IGC 
after June 1st

or 

before the start of the 
next school year.

If the IGC makes a 
decision to award a 
diploma, it must be 

before August 31 in the 
year in which the 

student meets the 
requirements.
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Individual Graduation Committee Established
Proposed Commissioner Rules

Eligible 
Student

Original IGC for the 
that student

Leaves

Receiving district 
shall request the 

information from the 
original IGC

Receiving District 
shall implement the 

original IGC 
recommendations to 
the extent possible
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Academic Achievement Record 

Document the Level of 
Performance and 
Maintain Decision 

Documentation
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